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Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 

Key Facts :
1. Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib was born on 1st April, 1621 in  Amritsar. He was the youngest son of Guru Hargobind Sahib and Mata Nanki Ji. His childhood name was Tyag Mal. The Sikhs began to call him Teg Bahadur after the battle of Kartarpur against Painda Khan in which he proved to be great swordsman.
2. As a boy, Tyag Mal was taught, vocal and instrumental music. Bhai Gurdas Ji also taught him Gurbani and Hindu Mythology. In addition, he was also given military training in horsemanship, swordsmanship, javelin throwing and shooting. Due to the rich religious atmosphere at home he developed a philosophical bent of mind. 
3. Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib was married to Mata Gujri Ji.
4. Guru Harkrishan Sahib, on the eve of his death, prophetically uttered only two words "Baba Bakale" meaning that his successor would be found at  Bakala. After this announcement, twenty-two imposters sprung up in the small village Bakala. The most prominent among them was Dhir Mal who was the only direct descendant of Baba Gurditta Ji and it was he who possessed the first copy of Guru Granth Sahib prepared by Guru Arjan Dev Ji. 
5. This situation puzzled the innocent Sikh devotees for a few months. Then in the month of August 1664, a Sikh Sangat headed by some prominent Sikhs from Delhi, arrived at Bakala and acknowledged Baba Tegh Bahadur Ji as the Ninth Nanak. Guru Tegh Bahadur accepted the spiritual succession but never liked to be dragged into the mire of competition with the imposters.
6. Makhan Shah Lubana, a rich trader and a devout Sikh decided to pay homage and offer 500 gold coins to the Guru Sahib, at Bakala. It is said that earlier his ship full of merchandise was caught in a storm. But due to his prayer to the Guru Sahib, his ship was saved, upon which he made up his mind to offer 500 gold coins to the Guru. Reaching village Bakala he found multiple imposters claiming to be the Guru. He offered everyone only two coins and none of them challenged the size of the offering. When he offered two coins to Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, he was asked why he was breaking his own promise offering only two coins instead of five hundred. At this Makhan Shah could not contain himself with joy. He immediately climbed to the roof of the same house and cried loudly that he had discovered the true Guru.
7. This incident angered Dhir Mal, who with hired ruffians, attacked Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib. A bullet hit Guru Sahib and when the Sikhs learnt about this attack, they retaliated and took possession of (Guru) Granth Sahib that was in Dhir Mal’s possession. But Guru Sahib returned it to Dhir Mal and forgave him.
8. In June 1665 Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib bought some land from Raja of Bilaspur near Makhowal village on the bank of River Satlej and founded a new town Chak-Nanki after revered name of his mother Nanki. Later this town was renamed as Sri Anandpur Sahib. 
9.  After a brief stay Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib set out for a long journey towards the east in order to strengthen the Sikh nation by setting up new preaching centers and renewing old ones. He left Anandpur Sahib in August, 1665 along with many staunch sikhs such as Bhai Mati Das Ji, Bhai Sati Das Ji, Bhai Sangtia Ji, Bhai Dayal Das Ji and Bhai Jetha Ji apart from his close family members.
10.  The Guru visited various places such as Mathura ,Agra ,Allahabad ,Etawah, Kanpur ,Fatehpur, Benaras and Sasaram and then reached Patna in the month of May 1666. 
11.  Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib proceeded further towards Dacca. But before leaving for these places he made necessary arrangements under the supervision of a devout Sikh lady known as Mata Paidi for the safe stay of his family members at Patna during the rainy season. 
12. At Dacca Guru Sahib established a big Sangat (Hazuri Sangat) with the help of ardent followers like Almast Ji and Natha Sahib. It was here that Guru Sahib heard the news of the birth of his son, Gobind Rai,  who was born on December, 22,1666 at Patna.
13.  From Dacca, Guru Sahib proceeded towards Assam, Tripura and other places in the East.
14.  A reign of terror was let loose on the Hindus in India by the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, who had introduced many Islamic fundamentalist programs like special taxes for the Hindu traders and religious tax (Zazia) for non-Muslims. Celebration of Diwali and Holi was forbidden. He demolished many important and sacred Hindu Temples, and erected mosques in place of them. Chronicles state that some Sikh Gurudwaras were also demolished. 
15. The Mughal state executed forceful conversions in order to make India Muslim; the Hindu Pandits and Brahmins of Kashi, Prayag, Kurukshetra, Haridwar and Kashmir were identified for this purpose. They were given an ultimatum either to embrace Islam or to be prepared for death. Thousands of Kahmiri Pandits were massacred and their property was looted. 
16.  At this juncture, the Kashmiri Pandits led by Pandit Kirpa Ram Dutt approached Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib at Anandpur Sahib in May 1675. They told their tales of woe to Guru Sahib and requested that he protect their honor and faith. 
17. Guru Sahib heard their views and agreed to resist the forcible conversions by peaceful means. After long discussions with the prominent Sikhs and Kashmiri Pandits, Guru Sahib made up his mind to sacrifice himself for the cause religious freedom.  
18. It is said that as Gur Tegh Bahadur contemplated the plight of the Pandits, the following dialogue occurred between him and his nine year old son, Gobind Rai , which convinced him that his son was ready for the Gurgaddi :
blu CutikE bMDn pry kCU n hoq aupwie ] 
khu nwnk Ab Et hir gj ijau hohu shwie ]53] 
blu hoAw bMDn Cuty sBu ikCu hoq aupwie ] 
nwnk sBu ikCu qumrY hwQ mY qum hI hoq shwie ]54] 
My strength is exhausted, and I am enslaved and helpless 
Says Nanak only the Lord can help me, just as he did the elephant. ||53|| 
My strength has been restored, my bonds have been broken; now, I can do everything. Says Nanak, all is in Your hands, Lord; you will help and support me. ||54||
19. On the advice of Guru Sahib, the Kashmiri Pandits presented a petition to the Emperor and in response the imperial court of Delhi, issued a summons asking Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib to appear before it. Guru Tegh Bahadur had already started his journey towards Delhi after installing his son Gobind Rai as the Tenth Nanak in July 1675, accompanied by Bhai Dayal Das Ji, Bhai Mati Das Ji, Bhai Sati Das Ji and other devoted Sikhs.
20. Aurangzeb had many religious disputations with Tegh Bahadur, and asked him to show miracles, if he was true guru, or to embrace Islam." The Guru replied that showing a miracle was to interfere in the work of God which was wholly improper. As for embracing Islam he considered his religion as good as Islam, and therefore the change of religion was not necessary. The emperor ordered that Guru be put to the severest tortures. After five day's persecution on 10th November, the most heinous and most horrible scene was enacted before the eyes of Guru who was kept in the iron cage. Aurungzeb thought that the sight of such ghastly deeds might force the Guru to change his mind for embracing Islam.
21. First of all Bhai Mati das was asked to become a Muslaman. When he refused, he was at once tied between two posts, and while standing erect, was sawn across from head to loins. Dyal Das abused the Emperor and his courtiers at this atrocious act. He was tied up like a bundle with an iron chain and was put into large cauldron of bowling oil. Sati Das condemned the brutalities. He was hacked to pieces limb by limb.
22. All this happened before the very eyes of Tegh Bahadur, who remained stone-like, unruffled and undismayed. His energy, thoughts, ideas, feelings, and emotions had concentrated on Wah Guru. He realized that such immortal sacrifices could not go in vain. Their name would live forever. In this carnage he saw the rise of a new nation of heroes.
23. The next morning, the Guru got up early, bathed and recited the Japji and Sukhmani. He reflected upon the supreme sacrifice of his grandfather, Guru Arjan dev, on the duties of the office of Guruship and on his own responsibility at this crisis. His resolve was made. A little before 11'o clock Guru Tegh Bahadur was brought to open place of execution in Chandni Chauk, where Gurudwara Sis Ganj now stands. Upon his refusal to enbrace Islam, he was beheaded.
24. The Guru’s head and body lay in the street as none dared to come forward to claim it. At night a brave Sikh called Lakhi Lubhana, spirited away the Guru’s remains. To avert suspicion he took the body to his house and set it on fire. Sikhs named Jaita, Nanu and Uda, risking grave danger, carried the Guru’s head to Guru Gobind Rai.

25. Hindus, Sikhs and Sufi Muslims in the Panjab were deeply shocked at the execution of the Guru and his three brave companions. They were filled with indignation. A Sikh even made an attempt on Aurungzeb's life.
26. Guru Tegh Bahadur's execution turned the tide of history of the Sikhs and of Punjab. Guru Gobind Rai reflected on the history of India as well as on the history of the Sikhs. Guru Nanak had described the rulers of his time as tigers and dogs. His great Grandfather, the fifth Guru, Arjan, was executed at Lahore. His grandfather Guru Hargobind, had been imprisoned in the Gwalior fort for twelve years. His father was beheaded simply because he stood up to religious repression. There had been no change in the attitude of rulers as described by Guru Nanak even after two hundred years. 
27. After a most determined meditation on this state of affairs, the Guru came to the conclusion that dramatic change was necessary.
28. Reflecting on the martyrdom of his father, the Guru wrote in Bichhitar Natak : 
iqlk jMjU rwKw pRB qwkw 


In protecting the Tilak and the scared thread
kIno bdo klU mIh swkw



He did a wondrous thing in this Dark age
swdn jyq ieqI ijin krI 


For the protection of the innocent
sIs dIvw pru sI n aucrI


He gave his head and expressed no pain
Drm hyq swkw ijIn kIAw 


To protect religion and faith
sIsu dIvw pru isrru n dIAw


He gave his head but did not yield
nwtk cytk kIey kukwjw 



They asked him for miracles
pRB logn kh Awvq lwjw


But he refused, deeming them unworthy 
dohrw

Tikr Por idlIs isir pRBh puir kIvw pvwn
Defying the king of Delhi, he left to be with God
qyg bhwdur sI ikRAw krI n iknhMU Awin

The loftiness of what he did is unsurpassed
qyg bhwdur ky clq Bvo jgq ko sok

Men weep on the passing of Tegh Bahadur
hY hY hY sB jg Bvo jY jY jY sur lok

But the heavens resound in joyous celebration

It may seem ironical that the Ninth Nanak, Guru Tegh Bhadur gave his life to protect the same Tilak and Janeu, which the first Nanak had so unequivocally condemned in Asa Ki Var. It is important to understand however that Guru Tegh Bahadur was doing nothing but living the teachings of the Gurus before him in taking a principled stand against repression. The tradition of standing up to evil and fighting it actively was first established by Guru Nanak Dev Ji in his strong condemnation of Babar’s atrocities, in his Bani. Guru Arjan’s martyrdom further strengthened this tradition. Gur Hargobind donned the dual swords of Miri and Piri, raised and army, and fought and won many righteous battles. The supreme sacrifice of Guru Tegh Bahadur, in the defense of the weak and helpless, built upon this tradition and paved the way for Guru Gobind Singh to complete the mission of his predecessors through the establishment of the Khalsa.
